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Star Trek: The Next Generation is beaming aboard the airways. AH the wonder, tie excitement, the drama 
of Gene Roddenberrys original space odyssey. With aH new adventures from the 24ti Century. With an 
all new Enterprise, and an all new crew. Star Fleet Veteran Captain Picard, Commander Riker Executive 
Officer, Chief Medical Officer Crusher, and her brilliant son Wesley, Lieutenant-commander Data an 
Android, the Telepathic Troi, Security Officer Yar, Geordi a man with unique vision, and Klingon Officer 
Worf. Their continuing mission to boldly go where no one has gone before. 

Based on “A Visit from St. Nicholas’' by Clement C. Moore 
Adaptation Copyright 1990, Eric R. Rountree 


Twas the night bekne Christmas, when all through the ship 
Not a circuft was buzzing, not one microchip; 

The phasers were hung in the armoury securely, 

In hopes that no aliens would get up that early. 

The crewmen were nestled aH snug in their buriks 
(Except for the few who am partying drunks); 

And ^rd in Ns nightshirt artd in her lace, 

Had just settled down for a neat face-to-face... 

When out in the halls there arose such a racket. 

That we leapt from our beds, pulling on pant and jacket 
Away to the lifts we all shot like a gun, 

Leapt into the cars and yelled budly. Deck Onel" 

The bridge RedAlert ligNs, which flashed through the din. 
Gave a lustre of Hades to objects witNn. 

When, what, on the viewscreen, should our eyes behold. 
But a weird kind of sleigh, and some guy who looked old. 
But the glint in his eyes was so strarige and askew 
That we knew in a moment it had to be Q. 

_>lis sleigh grew much larger as closer he came. 

Then he zapped on the bridge and addressed us by name: 
*it's Rikerl it‘s Datal It’s Worf and Jean-LucI 
rs GeordH And Wesley, the genetic flukel 
To the top of the bridge, to the top of the haH! 

Now float away! Float awayl Float away all!” 

As leaves in the autumn are whisked off the street. 

So the floa of the bridge came away from our feet. 

And up to the ceiKng our bodies they flew, 

As the captain called out, *What the heH is this, Q?r 


The prankster just laughed and expanded Ns grin, 

Arid, snapping Ns fingers, he vanished again. 

As we took in our pligN and were looking around, 

The speH was remov^ and we crashed to the ground. 
Then Q, dressed in fur from Ns head to his toe. 
Appeared once again, to continue the show. 

That’s erioughl" cried the captain, "You’ll stop this at once!" 
And Riker said, 'Worf I Take aim at this duncel” 

Tm deeply offended, Jean-Luc,” replied Q, 

1 just want to celebrate Christmas with you.” 

As we scoffed at Ns words, he produced a large sack. 

He dumped out the contents and took a step back. 

"I've brougN gifts,” he said, "just to show I’m sincere. 
There's something delightful for everyone here.” 

He sat on the floor and dug into Ns pile. 

And handed out gifts with his most charming smile: 

"For Counsellor Troi, there's no need to explain. 
Here’s Tylenol-Beta for all of your pain. 

For Worf I’ve some mints as his breath's not too great. 
And for Geordi LaFbrge, an inflatable date. 

For Wesley, some hormones, and Clearasil-Pius; 

For Data, a joke book; for Riker, a truss. 

For Beverly Crusher, there's sleek lingerie. 

And for Jean-Luc, the thrill of just seeing her that way.” 
Then he sprang to his feet with that grin on his face 
And, clapping his hands, disappeared into space. 

But we heard Nm exclaim as he dwindled from sight, 
"Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good fligNI” 
















Constitutional Amendment 

rormAomnim 



Subscriptions 

After reviewing the financial 
expenses over the last year, 
magazine costs, postage etc, and 
discussing the different types of 
membership. Corporate, Students. 
Individuals and Families, the 
following motion was put forward 

MOVED That there shall be a 
single subscription and that the 
subscription be set at $35.00 for 
1991" 


Merry Christmas 


That‘s it for 1990!! There is no meeting in December. 

The next meeting of the Wellington Apple Users Group will be 
on February the 28th 1991, the last Thursday of the month. 
The first magazine of the year (February) will have details. 


For those who did not make it to last rTX)nths Christmas 
function, it was a great success (we'll have the bugs ironed out 
by next year!!). Tremendous thanks to ail those who helped 
make the event the success that it was, including the 
contestants, and a extra special thanks to Paul ’'Steve Parr, 
I want your job’' Messervy. 



So until next year, have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 


S«# you on SHORTS!! 
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DAC Easy Light Accounting for 
the Macintosh 


Low-Cost accounting for 
the Macintosh 

by Erik J. Westra 


Introduction 

Accounting has always been one of the skeletons in the Macintosh’s closet. While solutions have 
existed, they have ustially been expensive and hard to use. In fact, accounting software for the 
Macintosh has been such a problem that several Mac dealers have been known to suggest to a 
client that they buy a cheap PC-clone and one of the many PC-based accounting packages, 
rather than risk using <Mie of the Macintosh-based ^tems. 

But all that is changing. In recent months, several new accounting packages for the Macintosh 
have become available. I've recent^ had a chance to explore one of these packages. DAC Easy 
light Accoimtiiig. in depth. DAC £a^ Light Accounting is a fantastic programme. For less 
than $200you get a programme that gives you the same basic features that its multi-thousand 
dollar cousins boast of. And, true to its name. DAC Easy light is easy to set up and use. You 
don’t need to be an accountant or uiKlerstand traditional double-entry bookkeeping in order to 
use it. 

In theory, accounting includes everything that you or your business does that involves money. 
This is why many accounting systems include “modules" for handling payroll, job costing, 
inventory control etc etc. That’s fine if you’re a big company with many thousands erf employees 
and ten thousand or so stock items. But if you’re a smaU business owner wanting to print out 
invoices and keep track of the money you have in the bank, or if you simpty want to keep track 
of your personal finances, such systems are a complete overkill. That’s where a programme like 
DAC Easy Light Accounting comes in. It doesn't cost the earth, and it lets you do all of the really 
important things you need to do - like keeping track of GST and how much your customers owe 
you. While DAC £^a^ Light Accormting doesn't include any <rfits big brothers’ bells andadiistles, 
it does the things an accounting system has to do - and it does them well. 

Salting up Your Aooounts 

Accountants love to talk about “Charts of Accounts". These mysterious entities are basically just 
a way of organising your accounts - saying who your customers are, what bank accounts you 
have. etc. One ofthe great features of DAC Easy Light Accounting is that you don't need to know 
how to set up a Chart of Accounts in order to use it. Unlike 
many of its low-priced competitor’s. DAC Ea^ Light 
Accounting does include a full Chart of Accounts. But 
unlike many of the higher-priced systems, you dont need 
to be an expert in order to set up a new Chart of Accounts. 

When you choose Nsis... from the FHs menu, you’re 
presented with an appallingity simple dialog box: 


Ssiset Sccsvst Tgps 
^ PerssnsI O issinsts 
[ Wbsrt ] 
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Depending upon which option you choose. DAC Light Accounting automatical^ sets up 
a new chart of accounts for you. using standard names for the sorts of things you might need. 
For example, a new set of business accounts includes items such as “Office Equipment". 
“Buildings" and “Owner’s Equity", while a new set of personal accounts includes such things as 
"Fumature and Appliances", “Mortgage" and “Household goods". 

One of the neat things about DAC Easy Light Accounting is that, unlike most accounting 
systems, there is no "System Setup" procedure. Most accounting systems require you to design 
your chart of accounts in advance and enter it the ^stem before you enter any transactions. 
DAC £a^ Light Accounting, on the other hand, lets you start work right away, and then add 
or remove accounts whenever it’s convenient for you (of course, the programme prevents you 
from damaging your accounts - for example by deleting an account with a non-zero balance). 
Finalfy, you can change the name and other details of an account whenever you want (which 
will probably be almost immediately, since many of the items are in American rather than 
English, such as spelling cheque as "check"). 


Bank Accounts 


DAC Easy Light Accounting lets you have as 
many bank accounts as you like, and call them 
whatever you want. It creates a default savings 
and cheque account for you, but you can 
delete them or add new ones if you want: 

When you've told the ^stem which bank 
account to use, you can enter cheques into the 
system as you write them out - or alternatively 
the system will print out the cheque for you (unfortunate^, this probably won't work for NZ 
cheques). You can also enter in other deposits and withdrawals. Whenever you enter a cheque, 
a deposit or a withdrawal, the system asks you what the money is betng used for. Finally, when 
you receive your bank statement, there’s a nice Reconciliation feature to let you balance your 
acount with the bank's statement. 

Credit Cards 

Credit cards are also fully supported by DAC E:asy Light Accounting. You can have as many 
credit cards as you like, and record credit card transactions whenever they occur. 

Invoicing 

Invoicing is probably the main selling point of DAC E:asy Ught Accounting. You can enter and 
print out invoices, using either of two standard formats, or print them onto pre-printed forms. 
The programme will automatically keep track of invoice numbers, and let you create new 
customers on the fly. There is also a report to let you print out statements to be sent out to 
customers. 

Accounting Transactions 

The bank account transaction, credit card and invoicing features of the programme are all very 
easy to use and will probably let you do everythlngyou want to. But if that’s not enough, standing 
behind these features is the chart of accounts, acting as a kind of invisible servant. Whenever 
you generate an Invoice, or enter a credit card or bank account transaction, the system 
automatically generates an accounting transaction - that is. a transfer of funds from one account 
to another. For example, when you generate an Invoice, the customer’s account is debited by 
the invoice total, the "sales" acount is credited by the amount of the sale, and the "sales tax" 
account is credited by the sales tax amount. 

Most of the time you can happily ignore the accounting transactions feature. But it’s always 
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there waiting for you. If you want to, you can summon the invisible servant and enter )rour own 
accounting transactions direct^. This will let you do anythlngyou need to do with your accounts 
- albeit in a rather manual way - even if the programme wawit designed to do what you want. 
In addition to entering accounting transactions, you can go in and look at the transactions made 
by the system whenever you generate an invoice, or enter a credit card or bank account 
transaction. It s a great way of learning how the system goes about allocating your money 
between different accounts. You can also print out a list the transactions, and perform 
end-of-month and end-of-year roll-overs. 

Finally, you can enter budget information into the programme for up to a year’s worth of income 
and expenditure, and then compare your performance with the budget at any time. 

Reports 

All the starxiard reports, as kwed by your accountant, are available. You can get a Balance 
Sheet. Income Statement, comparisons d'budget versus actual figures in several different ways, 
a summary the activity in each account, and even a special report which prints out mailing 
labels. 

Summary 

On the whole. DAC Ea^ Light Accounting is a very nice programme to use. The user interface 
is intuitive aiKi generalfywoiics very welL You can sec every report on the screen before printing 
it. When you have tochoose an account or a customer, you are presented with a list; simply click 
on the desired item, aixi it is entered for you. And the on-hne help facility is fantastic. 

Unfortunately, like any programme, DAC Ea^ Light Accounting is not perfect Here’s a list 
the complaints IVe got about it: 

• In a few places, the user interface is a bit untidy. The about box doeant tell you anythlrig 
useful, and there is no support for undo. 

• It makes a vast number of datafiles. For each set of accounts you generate, it creates 
jyteen separate files on your disk. 

• You cant export the data very easily. While there is a facility for exporting reports to a 
text file, it is only enabled for a couple d the reports. So it seems that you’re locked into 
the program, with ik> easy way of importing or exporting your data. 

• While 1 was evaluating it. the programme crashed several times when I tried to open a 
desk accessory. Admitted^, the system is quite forgiving of ^stem crashes — I never 

noticed any loss of data because of a crash—and it never crashed except for when I was 

trying to open a desk accessory. But still it’s very disconcerting to have a system error 
when you’re wmrking wtth something as important as an accounting system. 

In summary, the bang per buck ratio for this programme is incredlbty high. For those people 
who don’t need all the fancy extras supplied by the higher powered (and much more cjq>enalvf^ 
accounting systems. I’d happify reewnmend DAC Light E^sy Accounting. You can buy it loealfy 
frxMn PC Powerfor$196.00-^ GST(yes. they do have it in stock). Oryou could get it even cheaper 
1^ mail-ordertng It direct from the States. _ _ _# 


Our team of dadicated reporters 
is waiting for YOUR news item 

Call NOW and we can hold the 
presses 
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DeskVriter 


DeskWriter 

by David Wilson 



& 

DeskVrIter 


Freedom of Press Light and the HP DeskWriter 

It’s happened again. No sooner had the November magazine gone to the printers, I got news of an update 
to Freedom of Press. The best news about Freedom of Press Light is that it gives us an almost $US200 
saving. 

I received the information from the States as part of a review. The reviewer “Bob" (I do not kr)ow his last 
name) had this to say. 

When I saw the add for Freedom of Press Light for only $US57 (MaeWarehouse) I couldn’t resist Here 
are some thoughts after playing with it for about half an hour. 

Host machine: 5 MB $E/30 

Target printer: Pre-AppleTalk DeskWriter 

Installation was easy, there’s an installer. The main application runs in just under 1500K. With the main 
application, you can select any PostScript file on your disk and print it Printing is pretty quick, and can take 
place in the background. When operating in the background, the application seems well behaved, and 
hardly slows down foreground tasks at all. 

The hard part is getting the PostScript file. I used the LaserWriter 6.0.1 driver with the ’Disk File’ check 
box enabled to generate a couple of test files. But to do this I’ve got to select the LaserWriter driver in the 
Chooser, which means turning on AppleTalk, which means I can’t leave the DeskWriter connected and 
powered on in the Printer port, (as with Freedom of Press, Freedom of Press Light recommends 
connecting the DeskWriter to the Modem port. But then, what do I do wito my modem?) {Where have I 
heard this before? sounds remarkably similar to my complaint! - DW} 

You can also have Freedom of Press Light print for you automatically. To do this, you run an application 
called FP Spooler, select the LaserWriter printer named "FP Spooler”, and run Freedom of Press Lig^t. 
(You need MultiFinder to do this.) Now, when you print to the printer “FP Spooler” a file on the disk 
automatically gets generated, and this file is harided off to Freedom of Press Light wNch images it and 
prints it I tried this (with my DeskWriter in the modem port) and it worked very nicely... it took a little longer 
than just printing to the DeskWriter, but it happened in the background. Speeds seem comparable to the 
speeds I’ve witnessed when people use SuperLaserSpool. 

I had ATM running, arjd I never gave a thought to installing new fonts or dealing ¥vith this at all. Ididn’tseem 
to have any font problems. 

I’m guessmg that, if I had the AppleTalk version of the DeskWriter, I could use this scheme very nicely arjd 
get fairly fast background printiryg on my DeskWriter. 

SirKe I don’t have the AppleTalk DeskWriter, here’s the scheme I plan pn usirfg hr the occasional 
PostScript job. Til tprn off the DeskWriter, then ,select the LaserWriter in the Chooser. Then Til print 
evprythk^ I want toD^fih che^ box oh. Then I’ll select pie Desk Writpr in the Chooser, launch 
Freedom of Press Ught, firh the PostSc^pt tiles, arh set tiiem printing in the backgrpund. This haves^my 
rrwdem port free hr (what else) a modem. Admittedly, this is a bit hunky, but I only need Postscript 
occasionally. I ^ink I got my $US57 worth. 

Th«s0 nviews first appeared as part of Box’s ‘MicroBytos’ - Copyright rarrtairm with ths Authors. 
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I believe that Freedom of Press Light is a DeskWriter ONLY version of Freedom of Press. It makes sense 
really. $US255 is quite steep for a printing program, especially v^n you’re buying it to print documents 
on only one kind of printer, and the product supports over 60 different printers. $US57 is much more 
acceptable to the wallet. 

Another member of the User Group has already ordered Freedom of Press Light (not log after ho heard 
of its release care of WAUG SHORTS). We should have some more detailed information about the product 
In time for next years first publication of Capital Apple for 1991. 

AppleTalk DeskWriter . ^ ^ . 

Ap^rently it Is possible to upgrade your DeskWriter to the AppleTalk version. The cost in the States is 
SjS 140. I have been unable to determine if it Is possible to have our printers upgraded here in New 
Zealand, and if so at what cost? 


Did you receive your Magnum Mac Catalogue at the end of last month? They have the new HP DaskWritar 
Naw (Non Smaar) Ink at $40. They also have RefiM ink cartridge - twin packs In Red, Green, and Black. 
Following an order I placed by Fax, I received it less than 24hours later courtesy of NZ Post. I was 
impressed. $1 


special inforrriatioi| 



Ribbon Reinking 

The club is able to re-ink a number of printer ribbons. Imagewriter, Apple DMP, Cltoh 8510 ribbons 
can be re-inked. These cost $3. Otherribbons can bcro*inked also - Eps<Mi FX/MX/RX 70/80, Seikosha 
SP1000, Panasonic 1080/1090. Still other ribbons have been successfully re-inked, but it depends on 

theribbon. Sincere-inking these means different drivers for the Macinker, the fee for these is $5. Bring 
your ribbons to a meeting. We operate an exchange system on Imagewriter ribbons. On others you get 
your own back at the next meeting. 


More on Ribbons 

For $12 we can supply a new black refill and for$15 we can supply new single-colour refills (^, green, 
yellow, or blue). In both these cases you need to supply me with the old cartridge, and 1 will return it 
to you at the next meeting. We also sell new black Imagewriter ribbons at $15. 

Modem for Loan 

Our special ’’free" nxxiem is made available to one member each month so that you can do the** try before 
you Iwy" test. If you would like to use the nxxiem, be in quick at the start of the next meeting. 

Cables 

The user group has a variety of computer cables for sale: printer cables, SCSI interface cabtes, Mac-to- 
Mac cables, etc. For nx>re information, contact Mike Eastman, either at a meeting, or ]>hone 787-041. 

Writing for Capital Ap|rie 

Why not write an article for Capital Apple. Wewilltakcconlribtttioiisinany shipcorform. Itdoesn't 
have lobe a 10 page article. No article is too small. If you don't wish to write an article, why not send 
n knar to tbe Editor. 


• 8 - 



■ Vvy.-<-X - -.v v.-.y.- 


Mac Murmurs i 




by Cyra QWEIUY 

Apples A HP - Not a sauce! 

TNs little item may be of Interest to those of you 
lucky ones out there that run HP DeskWriters. 

Mac logic-board compormnt failure stops HP 
DeskWriter from printing..... 

Some Macintosh users who bought Hewlett Packard 
Co.'s DeskWriter inkjet printer as a low-cost 
alternative to PostScript may have to shell out some 
bucks to replace their Mac’.s logic board. Apple 
annourwed in a service notice last week that a 
component failure on the logic board of the Mac II, 
llci, Ilex, llfx and SE can prevent the DeskWriter 
from printirfg. “The problem appears to be limited to 
a smalt number of these systems, ” the notice said. 

It recommerrded that service providers replace the 
logic board on the faulty systems. 

According to Hewlett Packard, its popular Mac 
printer has one port that is both a serial and AppleTalk 
port. When a failure occurs in the Mac's resistor 
capacitor filter, the DeskWriter's sensing circuitry 
switches from serial to AppleTalk mode. As a 
result, the printer can no hriger print and sometimes 
displays the nnessage “Error trap 10864.“ In its 
service rxftice, Apple said that the system win work 
properly for several weeks or even several months. 
Moving the cable from the Mac's printer to modem 
port will alleviate the problem, but after the switch, 
the Mac “may fail in a similar marmer after a few 
weeks of use the notice said. 

The DeskWriter is not the cause of the failure, both 
corrpanies said. “As far as were concerned, this is 
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Apple'sproblem, "said Mike Lough, HP spokesman. 
“The DeskWriter is performing as it was designed, 
but because of the Mac component failure, the 
signal is not witNn the printer's spec. “ 

This is Apple's problem, not Hewlett Packards," 
said Christopher Escher, Apple spokesman. We 
are doing everything we can to find out the scope 
of the problem and deal with it, “ he said. 

According to Apple, systems covered by Apples 
one-year warranty orAppleCare service programs 
will be repaired without charge. Users whose 
systems no longer have service coverage should 
contact their regular service providers, ¥vho win 
turn to Apple for “appropriate action, “Escher said. 

Well, that’s the situation in the States. We have 
heard that this has happened right here in little old 
Wellington, New Zealand. That story had a happy 
ending as the Mac board was under Apple Care 
and thus replaced. What happens If the board is not 
under AppleCare or warranty? What is the 
"appropriate action" in New Zealand? I’ll give you 3 
guesses. 

’’Hard on tha Heels” Departnr>ent 

No, not a Reebok commercial for walking shoes 
but rather, . . . just when you thought you could 
cope with the new line ups in the Macintosh range 
along comes 'news’ of new machines. 

* A Mac Portable II is slated for January 1991 
release. It will be lighter (about 5.3 kilos compared 
7.5 kilos) than the existing model, will have a lack 
lit screen (thank goodness) and the rumour mill 
claims it will be running a 68030 processor.(have 
they got a C-MOS version of this yet?). Well, that’s 
what the grapevir)e has at present. 

* A new high end Mac is supposed to be waiting in 
the wir>gs also. This mor)ster is said to run twice as 
fast as the llfx arfo is to be powered by a 68040 
running at 25 MHz. Seems the laur)ch date is 
urtoertain as Motorola is having trouble getting the 
040 into production. 

* Lots of talk going on about Motorola’s 88000 
series of processors as well. Seems technology 
marches orrwards. It’s all too much sometimes - roll 










on Xmas and lets all have a break. 

* Oh yes, seems that a new Imagewriter is almost 
upon us. Will be about 2/3 the cost of the current 
Imagewriter (in US $) and will have built in Appletalk. 
No news on release date yet. 

* The eagle eyed amongst you may have seen a 
few Beta copies of Excel 3.0 around. Not only is this 
version said to be compatible with the new System 
7.0 (when we get to see that is another matter) but 
the Excel version 3.0 also catches up with aH the 
bells and whistles that FuH Impact and WingZ have. 
Should cement Excel’s place as leader in the Mac 
spreadsheet stakes. 

Tha new Mac’s - FM back. 

Don’t expect to see many Classics arxf LC’s around 
in New Zealarxi for a while yet. It seems that CEO 
has a 2 & 1/2 month back order for Classics arid has 
sold its first 2 months allocation of LC’s as weN. If 
you want a Classic for Xmas then you should have 
ordered one before the erxi of October! 

Also some initial reaction from a UK Classic user 
about the new machine 

Date: Wed. 31 Oct 9Q 09:09:18 GMT - Ffom: 

Darkinbad The Good! 

Subject: The Mac Classic 

Last week I got one of the first Mac Classics to be 
sold in Britain. At the moment they are stiM being 
shipped with System 6.0.6 to the UK. This is rK>t too 
much of a problem for me sirtoe I was able to 
download a copy of System 6.0.7 

So far I am quite impressed with my Classic. Its 
almost the same as an SE with regards speed.The 
front of the machine has been redesigned so that 
the speaker ports and vents are now at the sides of 
the machirte arxi urxiemeath the shelf at the front 
(Similar to a plus). 

The 40M internal hard disk is exceptionally quiet. 
So quiet thatl thought ithadbrokenatfirst. Itmakes 
the disk on a Ilex sourtd like a road driN. My or)ly 
criticism in respect of the HD is that there is no 
access light This rnakes it difficuttsorTtetirnes to tell 
if a program has crashed or \Miatever. 

Other people have mentioned that Macintalk was 
now an Obsolete piece of code rK>w that Apple has 
introduced the System 7 sound manager into 6.0.6 


and 6.0.7. This doesn’t seem to be the case since 
I have managed to get Macintalk to work fine under 
both 6.0.6 and 6.0.7. 

There have been a few programs which have 
refused to work under 6.0.7 though. One of these 
is SourxiEdit When I try to run tNs I get an 
UNIM PLEM ENTED TRAP ERR. I also have some 
INITs which now cause problems where none 
(6.0.5) existed before on an SE that I also have. 

These include MaeWrite refusing to run when 
SuperClock is loaded. Other INITs such as 
SoundMaster 1.5 seem to run without any problems 
at aN under the new sound Manager. 

The other worry for new owners may be the use of 
HyperCard and its various versions. Until last week 
I was unaware that HC 1.2.2 wouldn’t run under 
6.0.5 which is strange since I have been using it for 
about two months without any problomsi I have 
also been using HC 1.2.2. with System 6.0.7 for a 
week rK>w without any trouble. Maybe you have to 
be doing something really sophisticated like using 
XCMDs before problems arise. Roll on HC 2.0. 

The only other criticism I have with the Classic is 
that memory upgrades require an add-on board 
sifKe the RAM that comes with the machine is 
soldered into the board! I wanted to upgrade to 4M 
but my dealer hasn’t got any boards and neither 
has anyofte else yet! 

Hope that helps anyone out there who may be 
thinking of buying one of the new Macs. 

Also this Kttle bit of LC news from AppleLink. 

Subject: Re: Reason for Mac LC delav - Date: 9 Nov 

90 16:08:54 GMT 

The reason for toe LC shipping delay is that it 
started production later than the llsi. Nothing more, 
nothing less (About a month’s difference). Also the 
LC's rtot made in the US, so getting out takes a little 
longer—shipping time arxi getting-thfough-customs 
time may add a week vs toe US-made llsi. It DOES 
have FCC approval. Dealer’s should start to see 
the units around the 1 st week of Dec (in USA) (the 
quantity will probably be so low that they’ll only be 
able to demo them). But. they are coming. The 
Jan/Feb date that people talk aboU is when you 
can EASILY get your hands on an LC; they are 

going to be startir>g to get out there in early Dec. but 

quantities will be Nmited until Jan. 

Con^nued ..... 20 
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The First Classic Tip 


This interesting little gem comes from TidBits - 
Macintosh information culled from a huge variety of 
sources and condensed to a single (no larger than 
40K) HyperCard stack. It is ‘published* weekly. 
Copies of Tidbits, and details of the originators and 
publishers are to be found on WAUG Shorts. Great 
reading. Where do you think Cyril gets some of his 
information? 

As you may already know, the Classic will boot from 
a ROM disk if you perform the dextrous feat of 
holding down the commaixi-option-x-o (XO was 
the Classic’s code name) keys during startup. This 
357K internal disk has the same icon as the Mac 
Portable’s RAM disk—a SIMM-like item interposed 
on top of a picture of a 3.5" floppy disk. 

Double-dicking the ROM disk icon opens a wirxiow, 
which contains nine file icons: System 6.0.3; Finder 
6.0; General6.0.3; Macsbug 5.3 (for Mac 512KE-SE 
according to the Getinfo Box); Startup Device 6.0.3 
(which you can use to make the ROM disk the 
default startup device, though it won’t override a 
floppy disk); AppleShare 6.0.3; Brightness 1.0d2 (a 
new edev Introduced with the Classic—the Classic 
has no external brightness knob—the edev looks 
much like the brightness control section of the 
Portable edev.); and AppleShare Prep (version not 
available). All of these pro^ams were last modified 
in the past four years, with the exception of the 
Finder, which was last modified on December 11, 
1967. 

I wondered If I could use the ROM system to boot 
up a different Mac, so I tried copying it to a floppy 
disk. The copy went fine (though when I tried to boot 
a Ilex, the computer complained that the system 
was too minimal for it), but as I watched the copy 
dialog box on the Classic I noticed the Classic 
claiming that it was copying 26 files. Funny, I or>ly 
saw nine icons. 

Not yet being particularly competent with ResEdit, 

I used the Font/DA Mover to take a closer look—just 
one font installed, Monaco. No DAs whatsoever, 
not even a Control Panel for access to the Brightness 
edev. But, if I tried opening files in the ROM disk to 
bring them up in the Font/DA Mover, I discovered 
two choices: System and a folder called “Brought to 


you by." “Brought to you by" had five folders In it: 
three empty folders having the names of various 
people, a “Hardware" folder, and a “Software" 
folder. The “Hardware" folder contained six empty 
folders, and each sported one of six more names; 
the “Software" folder contairied five empty folders, 
and each sported one of five more names. I didn’t 
record the names, so check them out yourself if you 
are curious. 

Add all these folders to the nine original files arxi 
you have the 26 that the Classic Identified in its 
Copy dialog box, which explains that tittle anomaly. 
Nothing like a little mystery to add some interest to 
the dally grind. 

After these internal explorations, I opened a word 
processor to check out Monaco. It looked pretty 
tiny, but Monaco 12, though not my favorite font, 
looked usable. Many people think the ROM disk 
will be used in some future network configuration, 
but it might also provide a tiny bit more flexibility for 
the occasioTtel person who can afford a Classic but 
can’t afford a hard disk or external floppy. 

In addition to future enhanced networking 
capabilities, I would like to see Apple add some font 
and printing capabilities (either by adding them to 
the ROM, or by adding some kind of hook from 
ROM to disk so that Chooser Documents arxi fonts 
could be stored on floppy (or on a network) but still 
interact properly with the System). At that point, 
hordes of people who are sure they will use a Mac 
only for basic computer activities could start out 
with a sub-$1 CXX) computer (most programs will fit 
on a 1.44 MB floppy), arxi then add a hard disk six 
months later if they want a rTX)re flexible system. 

For those of you that prefer rrxxe graphic goodies 
than ROM disks, try setting the date of a llci to 9/20/ 
89 (the introduction date) and booting it while 
holding down command-option-c-i. A similar trick 
produces something different on the llfx; on the fx 
yousetthe date to 3/19/90 arxi hold down commarxl- 
option-f-x while booting. 

TidBITS from Pongum Thirrgt So/tiva/v 
Th 0 TidBfTS stack m copyright O 1990 by Adam C. Engat and 
Tonya Byard. Copy ua fraaty and credit ua daarfy. 

Consider yourseivss copied and credited 
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See the Beautiful Fijords ! 

Thought that you triva nuts out there would like this. It was left on WAUG Shorts and is a download 

from an overseas BBS. 


Start - Original Maasaga 

i have noticed that aN hypercard stacks, when 
viewed as text files, seem to end with “Nu a"r det 
slut" (Swedish for "now its done"). Is there a reason 
for this, other than perhaps one of the developers 
was of Swedish heritage? 

Gary Ford 

Software Engineering institute 
Carnegie Mellon University 

Reply 1 

This isn’t actually true of all HyperCard stacks, just 
stacks in HyperCard 2.0 forrnat 

There’s an object at t)e erfo of the each stack called 
a tail object, its sole purpose is to be the last object 
In the old format, it contairied the string 

Thats ait, folks... 

Which requires 20 bytes as a Pascal string, in the 
new format, wo had only 16 bytes for the string and 
had to come up with something new. Adam Paal 
chose 

C’est la fin!!l 

for the string, and all during our alpha stage, thats 
what the tail object contained. If you have a stack 
with “C’est la fin!!!" in its tail object, you’ve got a rare 
find. 

Hov^ver, in one of those moments when I was so 
tired that I couldn’t do any real work, I decided that 
because excessive use of exclamation points was 
appropriate only in cartoon strips and in letters that 
express unrequited love, we needed a better string 
in the tail object. I couldn’t come up with anything 
good in Engiteh, and neither could Martin Qannholm. 
whowas there at the time. Martin has been in many 
places, or>e of which is Sweden. 


So, there you have it. Reason #11 why we took so 
long to ship. But, like the man said, nu a"r det slut... 

Kevin Cdhoun 
HyperCard Team 
Apple Computer, Inc. 

P.S. Foryoucharactercountersoutthere, remember 
that Apf^ has defined extensions to the ASCII 
character set that irtelude the ellipsis, as well as 
umlauted vowels. 

Reply 2 

WeH, 

Det var faktiskt sd att vi into hade n&gon lust att ha 
fransk text i skitet, och eftersom svenska teg ndra 
till harKis la vi in denna Kite strang i skitet. VKIe aven 
satta en svensk pragel pd HyperCard 2.0. 

Martin Gannholm 
HyperCard 2.0 

Programmerare Apple Computer 

Ovansteende Sr belt oansvarigt och jag avsager 
mig sdledes allt ansvar frdn eventueUa foljder. 


There were no mooses in this dialog but if there 
were they would have been trained by Allan Honey 
arxi their costumes designed by Bruce (Call me 
Yves) Laurent-Houft 


Letters to the Editor can be posted 
on WAUG SHORTS or mailed to 
WAUG at 

P.O. Box 6642. Wellington. 

Call the experts, we may not have 
all the solutions, but chances are 
we have one to your problem. 
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APPLE MERCHANDISE 

Cod* 

Product 

SIzo 

Quantity 

Retail (Inc GST) Total (Inc GST) 

APC100S 

Apple Tee Shirt 

SM 


26.55 

APC100M 

Apple Tee Shirt 

MED 


26.55 

APC 100L 

Apple Tee Shirt 

LGE 


26.55 

APC 100X 

Apple Tee Shirt 

XL 


26.55 

APC101S 

Macintosh Tee Shirt 

SM 


26.55 

APC101M 

Macintosh Tee SNrt 

MED 


26.55 

APC 101L 

Macintosh Tee Shirt 

LGE 


26.55 

APC101X 

Macintosh Tee SNrt 

XL 


26.55 

APC103S 

Black Apple Sweat 

SM 


58.00 

APC103M 

Black Apple Sweat 

MED 


58.00 

APC 103L 

Black Apple Sweat 

LGE 


58.00 

APC 103X 

Black Ap^ Sweat 

XL 


58.00 

APC 110 

Sports Bag 



67.00 

APC 201 

10K Gold Cross Pen 



96.50 

APC203 

Black Cross Pen 



70.95 

APC204C 

Glass Apples (Coloured) 


49.50 

APC 205 

Gold Apple Badges 



5.00 

APC 207 

Apple Key Rings 



5.95 

APC 202 

Apple quartz Watch 



49.00 

CED340 

Apple Label Pins 



6.00 

CEO 359 

Apple Ties 



29.00 

CEO 340 

Black Apple Folders (pkt 10) 


12.00 





Total: 

Name: 




Address: 



Post to: 





Merchandising 

ApDle Comouter 





Private Bag 

Ponsonby 

|r 1 


• Please send payment with order 


Auckland 
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Macintosh FHibllc Domain _ 

$8.00 each, or $5.00 if you bring your ovm disk. 

Please remember to format all disks you bring to have filled up at the meetings. 
This will save us a great deal of time. Thanks. 


It*8 sjrstem software time... 

This month we have three items of system 
s(^tware from ^ple: ttyperCard 2.0, System 
6.05 and System 6.07. 

Because ttyperCard and System 6.05 each 
occupy a lai^ number of floppy disks and it is 
less trouble to copy a set of disks than to copy 
the same numbCT of unrelated disks, I have 
decided to reduce our charge from the normal 
$5 per disk to $3 per disk, for these two Items 
only. 

Disinfectant 2.4 

It seems that the latest update to EHsinfectant 
is starting to become a regular feature of the 
Mac PD column. 

Here is what programmer John Norstad has to 
say about his latest release: 

• December 3, 1990 

• Disinfectant 2.4 is a new release of our 
free Macintosh anti-viral utility. 

• Verskm 2.4 detects the new B strain 
the ZUC virus, recentfy discovered in 
Italy. 

•There are several other minor changes 
to version 2.4. See the “Version History" 
section of the 2.4 online manual for 
details. 

• The Disinfectant sample source code 
has also been updated to version 2.4. 

I have added Disinfectant to lfae«Vlnia*2 
(which includes other anti-virus tools) and 
Mae*Vlnia»3 (which contains only Disinfectant, 
but is a disk you can start your Mac with). 


HyperCard 2.0 

I’m sure that by now everyone knows all about 
HyperCard 2.0 and the long awaited features 
in it — sizeable cards, view multiple stacks at 
the same time in different windows, 
incremental compiling of scripts for speed, 
support for user defined palette windows etc 
etc so I won’t bore you with all the details. 

This to the full five-disk version o( HyperCard 
2.0 — not the cut down version they supply 
with new machines. 

As a special deal, we’re offering all five disks oi 
HyperCard 2.0 for $ 15 with your own disks or 
$30 if you wish to purchase the disks from 
WAUG. 

Please note that HyperCard 2.0 requires 
Systeas 0.00 so you will also need to get this 
if you don’t already have it. 

System 6.05 

This is the version of the Mac operating S 3 rstem 
that was released with the Mac nfx. It is 
recommended for all Macintosh computers 
with a Megabyte or more of main memory, and 
is required in order to use HyperCard 2.0. 

System 6.05 comes on four disks, and is 
available for the special price of $12 if you 
suppb^ your own disks, or $24 if you wish to 
purchase the disks from WAUG. 

System 6.07 

This to the version of the Mac operating system 
that was released with the Mac Classic. Mac 
LC atKi Mac list It is required on these 
computers, and is optional on other machines, 
although the latest from Apple seems to be 
that there to no real need to upgrade. 

This version of System 6.07 comes on two 
high density disks—there is another version 
on 800K disks, but 1 don't have it. This means 
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■Klntosh Public Domain 


$8.00 each, or $5.00 if you bring your own disk. 


Please remember to format all disks you bring to have filled up at the meetings. 
This will save us a great deal of time. Thanks. 


that this is of no use to you unless you have 
access to a machine with the FDHD 
“Superdrtve". It also means that, since WAUG 
doesn’t yet stock the high density 1.44 Mb 
disks, you must supply your own disks for 
System 6.07. Normal pricing of $5 per disk 
applies. 

Mac*Games*26 

This disk ccxitains two games, both of which 
were on the disk given away at the November 
meeting: 


Toxic Ravine was reviewed in a recent issue 
of Capital Apple. It is a cross between an 
arcade style game an a game of strategy, with 
the emphasis on strategy. 

Seahaven Towers is a version of solitaire, in 
which the object (as usual) is to collect all the 
cards into their suits. Ace first. In doing this, 
you can place an exposed King in an empty 
row, other cards can be moved onto the next 
highest card from the same suit, or onto one 
of four sp£ue positions. || 


Dear Sir or Madam 


# 


(cross out which does not apply) 


And you thought computer manuals were poorly written 

The following are examples of unclear writing, senter)ces taken from actual letters received by a local 
welfare department to applications for support It was left on WAUG Shorts and I suspect its origins were 
somewhere in America. 


• I am writing the Welfare Department to say that my 
baby was bom two years old. When do i get my 
money? 

• Mrs. Jones has not had any clothes for a year arid 
has been visited by the d^gy regularly. 

•I cannot get sick pay. I have six children. Can you 
teH mo why? 

• I am glad to report that my husband who was 
missing is dead. 

• This is my ninth child. What are you going to do 
about it? 

•Please find for certain if my husband is dead. The 
man I am now living with can’t eat or do "anything” 
until he knows for sure. 

• I am very annoyed to firxi you have branded my 
son illiterate. Ibis is a dirty lie, as I was married 
a week before he was born. 

• In answer to your letter, I have given birth to a boy 
weighing ten pournis. I hope this is satisfactory. 
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• I am fowarding my marriage certificate and three 
children, one of which is a mistake as you can 
see. 

• My husbarxi got his project cut off two weeks ago 
and I haven’t had any relief SNxe. What are you 
going to do about it? 

• Unless I get my husband’s money pretty soon I will 
be forced to lead an immortal life. 

• You have char>ged my little boy to a little girl. WHI 
this make any difference. 

• I have rx) children yet as my husbarKi is a truck 
driver and works day and night. 

• In accordance with your instructions. I have given 
birth to twins in the enclosed envelope. 

•I want my money as quick as I can get it. I’vebeen 
in bed with the doctor for two weeks arxi he 
doesn’tdomeanygood. If things do rK>t improve, 
I will have to sertd for another doctor. 






ModeiriAidictl^ 



The Tragedy of An On-line 
Addiction 


- by Steve King - 

“Did you know that last month’s (expletive) phone bill is over $450?" my wife scolded me in her harshest, 
my-husband-the-child voice. That’s more than twice the monthly payment you make for that (expletive) 
computer!" she continued as she escalated to screaming. 

"I c^fess! I confess!" I sobbed. I’m just an on-line junkie—I’m addicted to my modem! I guess I’M just have 
to join Modems Anonymous before I owe my soul to the phone company." 

^ a counselor for Modems Anonymous. I hear numerous variations of the preceding story every day. That 
insidious disease, modem fever, is exacting a tragically large toll from the cream of our society’s computer 
users. Modem-mania is sweeping through the very foundations of our country and there seems to be no 
stopping it. This disease (yes. it is a social disease of almost epidemic proportions) is becoming such a 
calamity that soon there’s even going to be a soap opera about on-line addiction named “All My Modems." 

If you don’t already own one of those evil Instruments called a modem, take warning! Don’t even think about 
buying one. Modem fever sets in very quietly; it sneaks up on you and then grabs you by the wallet, 
checkbook or, heaven forbid, credit cards. 

Once you own a modem, you enter the insidious addictive trap by “dialing up" a friend who also has a 
modem. For some strange reason, typing messages to each other fascinates you. (Even If it is less than 
10% of the speed that you can speak the same words over a normal voice phone link.) Of course, you make 
several attempts at h<wking up before you finally figure out that at least one of you must be In the half¬ 
duplex mode; that discovery actually titillates you (sourxls impossible, but It’s true). 

Then your modem-buddy (foend is too good a term) sows another seed on the road to on-line addiction 
by giving you the number of a local RBBS (Remote Bulletin Board Service). Once you get an RBBS phone 
number, you’ve taken the first fatal step In a journey that can only end In on-line addiction. 

After you take the next step by dialing up the the RBBS your rrxKfem- buddy told you about, you find that 
if s very easy to 1og-on."This weird form of conversation with an urwttended computer is strangely exciting, 
much more so than just typing messages when you’re on-line with your modem-buddy. The initial bulletins 
scroll by and Inform you about the board, but you’re too "up" to comprehend most of it. Then you read some 
of the messages In the message section and maybe. In a tenative manner, you enter one or two of your 
own. Thafs fun, but the excitement starts to wear off; you’re calming down. Thinking that it might be 
worthwhile to go back and re-read the log-on bulletins, you return to the main RBBS menu. 

Then it happens. The RBBS provides the bait that entices you all the way Into the fiery heH of modem 
addiction. As you look at the RBBS main menu to learn how to return to the log-on bulletins, you find an 
item called FILES. By asking your host computer for FILES, you thread the bait onto the hook of corruption; 
the FILES SUBMENU sets the hook. You start running with the tine when you LIST the files; you leap into 
the air with the sheer joy of the fight when all those public domain program titfes and descriptions scroH 
by. They’re FREE!!! All you have to do Is tell the bulletin board to download (transmit) them to you. You 
download your first program and you’re landed. In the creel, cleaned and ready for the cooking Mres. In just 
55 minutes after you logged-onto the board, you’ve downloaded six programs, one of them is Arxfrew 
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Fleugelman’s PC-Talk, version 3 (truly an Instrument for evil). 

BBS-LIST. DOC, which is also among the files you downloaded, contains a list of a great number of bulletin 
boards throughout the country. (There’s evil all around us, constantly tempting us!) You print the list and 
find about 60 RBBS phone numbers. (Have mercy on our souls!) The list also gives you the hours of 
operation, communications parameters and informs you about each board’s specialty. You decide to try 
PC-Talk and use it to dial-up an RBBS about three states away. Since the line is busy, you pass the time 
entering ail those RBBS phone numbers Into PC-Talk’s voluminous dialing directory. 


You try the number again — still busy. You think, “Hey, there’s one that specializes in Pascal programs. 
Maybe I’l try it. It’s about half-way across the country, but it’s after 5pm and the phone rates have changed. 
It won’t be too expensive." 

The Pascal board answers. After 45 minutes you’ve downloaded another five programs. Then you call 
another board — only this one’s completely across the country from California, in Florida. And so it goes 
on into the night.. And the next night.. And the next.. 

Some days it gets to you. You begin to feel the dirtiness of modem addiction, particularly when your wife 
makes you feel like a child by berating you for those astronomical phorte bills—if she hasn’t divorced you 
by then. Every time you sit down before your computer to do some work, you dial up artother RBBS instead. 
If that one’s busy, you caH another, and another, until you connect Then you feel OK, almost “high." When 
you finally hang up, you still can’t work; you can only dial up artother RBBS. 

Your downfaH as an on-line addict is just another one of this society’s terrible tragedies, such as polygamy 
or the compulsion to circle all the numbers on computer ma^irto “bingo cards." Eventually your whole 
social life relies upon only the messages you find on electronic bulletin boards; your only happiness is the 
programs you have downloaded. (You never try any of them, you only collect them.) 

Hope exists, however. We, the dedicated but urxier-paid staff of Modems Artonymous, have done 
extensive research to find a cure for modem mania, which has been ruining hundreds of lives. And we have 
succeeded in our quest The cure is really quite simple, yet effective; 

Set up your own remote bulletin board service. Then aN the other modem addicts will phone you, and 
their wives can nag at them about $450 phone biHs. And you can find peace —attest 


AdrMGttrm:klng:DOV^LOADedfromSiSTERbyPauiHard¥¥ick(75016,245)2/18/85UPLOADedtoNY- 
Mac by Paul Hardwick(75016,245) 2/24/85 UPLOADed to S. Staten by Paul Heller 3/11/85 UPLOADED 
to ACUMEN by Stove Pribut4/15/85 UPLOADED to Pacesettor II by YermoLamers 4/15/85 (true addict) 
0 ADDICT.TXT downloaded from PC-HOSTSeriald 1003 at 04:40X)6 on 08-11-1985 

And then do¥¥nloaded from ACES BBS h Auckland, s^rdon The Pinnacle Club.... Then uploaded to WAUG 
Shorts, October 1990 



Have you seen the Macintosh LC yet? 


Would you like to? 



Contact Warren Mak at the Capital Mac Centre to make 
arrangements for your viewing. cJ f5l 
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^MBi Compatible Printers? | 

How (In)Compatible is that Printer in the Window? 

Part 1: Introduction 

by David Empson 


This is the first in a short series of articles 
discussing printer compatibility issues. In 
this article I will provide some background 
information which will form a basis for further 
articles in the series. 

Note: the following discussion applies to TEXT 
printing, which is used on most word 
processors on the Apple II, IBM PC, etc. The 
Macintosh uses graphics for all of its printing, 
as do desktop-style programs on the Apple 
Ilgs. This results in slower printouts, but 
there are no restrictions on the styles of 
characters that can be printed - any Font that 
has been installed on the computer can be 
used in a printout. 

All dot-matrix printers operate on the same 
principle: you send a series o( characters 
down one or more wires to the printer, which 
creates the necessary pattern of dots using Its 
print head to form an image of the character 
on the paper. 

Printers also support sp>ecial characters called 
“control characters". Rather than printing a 
sequence of dots on the paper, these control 
characters act as printer "commands". 

For example, there are control characters that 
tell the printer to advance the paper by a line 
or a page (called Line Feed and Form Feed). 
Another important control character. Carriage 
Return, causes the print head to move back to 
the left margin. 

However a printer is capable of much more 
than this. Forexample, most printers support 
multiple character pitches (pica, elite, etc.) 
and special effects such as italics, boldface 
and underlining. They can also print graphic 
images sent by the computer. 


These special features of the printer are selected 
using one or more control characters. Quite 
often the ESC (Escape) character is used as a 
prefix for the command. 

Unfortunately, back in the good old days when 
people were designing printers, everyone had 
their own ideas about which features would be 
selected by which control characters. Certain 
printers became more popular than others 
and were copied by their ccmipetitors, resulting 
in some standardization of printer command 
sets. However therewere still several conflicting 
standards, and every time a printer had a new 
feature added that no-one else supported, a 
new command was chosen for it, which was 
usually not compatible with other printers. 

As an example of this, the Epson FX series of 
printers use the commands ESC P and ESC M 
to select pica and elite pitch respectively. An 
Apple ImageWriter II uses ESC N for pica and 
ESC E for Elite. Sending ESC P to an 
ImageWriter would place the printer in "elite 
proportlonar mode. Sending an ESC E to an 
Epson would turn on emphasized printing! 

Thus we have the confusing situation at 
present, where any computer program 
(specifically word processors) that wants to 
take advantage of special features of a printer 
(character pitches, styles, etc.) must either be 
written to work with one specific printw or 
allow the user to select their type of printer 
frxxn a large list. In€!vltably, someone will have 
a printer that the program's author wasn't 
awareof(or it wasnt popular enough to warrant 
being listed). The user then has to choose a 
printer which Is “closest" to their one in 
capability and command set. The usual result 
in this sort of situation is that the program 
cannot take fuU advantage of the printer, since 
it is unaware of any additional features. 
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There are conflicting standards for doing 
graphics printouts as well (once again an 
Epson printer is not compatible with an 
ImageWriter). 

The other area of confusion Is the type of 
interface used between the computer and 
printer. At the physical level all Interfaces 
work around the principle that a certain range 
of voltages present on a wire represents a one 
and another range of voltages represents a 
zero. All characters sent to the printer are 
made up (^a sequence of ones and zeros (i.e. 
a binary or base two number). 

The characters that the printer can print, 
together with a large set of control characters, 
form what is known as the ASCII character set 
(ASCII stands for "American Standard Code 
for Information Interchange".) This standard 
character set is also used by all microcomputers 
including the Apple II and Macintosh. The 
significance o( a standard character set is that 
all computers agree that a particular character 
is represented in the computer’s memory by a 
particular number (for example, a capital A 
has an ASCII code 65). There are 128 
characters in the ASCII set, though most 
computers define a further 128 for use as 
special symbols, graphic characters, etc., fora 
total of 256 characters. 

In binary, you need eight digits to represent 
256 different combinations. A binary digit is 
called a BIT and a group of eight bits is known 
as a BYTE. Thus a sin^e bit can be either 0 or 
1, while a byte can have any value from 0 to 
255 (255 is two to the power of eight minus 
one); a byte is sufficient to represent any ASCII 
character. 

The two most common ways of sending 
characters (bytes) to the printer are a PARALLEL 
interface and a SERIAL interface. 

A paiallei interface has eight wires, and one bit 
out of a byte is sent down each wire (thus all 
eight bits are sent at the same time, or in 
"parallei"). 

Addition^ wires are required to tell the printer 
that a character is waiting, for the printer to 
acknowledge that it has received the character, 
etc. 

A serial interface uses a single wire to send 
data from the computer to the printer. The 
eight bits are sent down the wire In order 


(“series"), and are recombined In the printer to 
form the complete byte. The computer and 
printer must agree on the speed at which the 
bits will be sent (known as the "baud rate"). 
Additional bits may also used for error checking 
("parity") and keeping track of where each 
byte starts and stops (“start" and "stop" bits). 

From these descriptions it seemsthat a parallel 
interface would be at least eight times faster 
than a serial one. This is probabty true, but 
compared to the rate at which the printer can 
output characters, the difference is minimal. 
In fact, the maximum rate of characters most 
parallel printers will accept is about 1000 per 
second, which is almost exactly how fast they 
are sent to a serial printer at 9600 baud. Very 
few printers can actually print this fast, but 
they quite often are able to buffer up several 
characters and print them all at once. 
Parallel printers and Interface cards for the 
computer tend to be cheaper than their serial 
equivalents, but serial cables are cheaper 
than parallel ones (there are less wires). Serial 
also has the advantage that it is possible to 
send data in both directions by adding a single 
wire. Parallel would require at least another 
ten wires to allow data to travel in both 
directions (the same wires could be used to 
both directions, but it would ccxnplicate the 
design of the printer and computer interfaces 
somewhat). 

Apple have standardized on serial interfaces 
for their computers and printers, mainly 
because a smaller connector is possible. The 
Macintosh. Apple Ilgs and Apple IIc-i- serial 
ports on^ have eight pins. The Apple lie has 
five, while the ^ple He’s Super Serial Card 
has 25, most of which arent used. A parallel 
port needs at least 25, and sometimes up to 36 
pins. 

An Apple II, II+, lie or Kgs (Le. any Apple II with 
slots) can also use a parallel interface by 
placing an appropriate card in one the 
computer’s sl^. 

The upshot of all this is that you have to match 
the printer’s interface with the computer’s 
one. Ifyour computer can only provide serial 
output, you have to have a serial printer. With 
a slotted Apple II, you have a choice between 
parallel arid serial printers, but still must 
make sure you have an Interface card that 
matches the printer. 













The other factor In choosing a printer and 
interface card is that they must work with the 
software you intend to print from. 

The two most common printer families for the 
Apple n are the ImageWriter and Epson families 
(and clones of both). 

The ImageWriter family includes the Apple 
DMP (Dot Matrix Printer). ImageWriter I. 
ImageWriter II and ImageWriter LQ (Letter 
Quality). The Apple DMP was a parallel printer, 
but all of the ImageWriters are serial. In 
general each model in the ImageWriter famify 
supports all of the major commands of the 
previous model. I will be concentrating on the 
ImageWriter II. which is more popular than 
the LQ due to its much lower price. 

Most £pson>compatible printers are parallel. 
However, most have an optional serial interface. 
Epson-compatible printers include the Logltec. 
Super 5. Panasonic and Star families. 

An interesting recent development is that some 
Epson-compatible printers (particular^ the 
Star ND10 and Panasonic lOG^lOSl) have an 
option available that not only provides a serial 
interface, but also supports the command set 
of the ImageWriter. A printer with this option 
installed can no longer be classed as Epson 
compatible, since few or ncme of the Epson 
commands will function correctly. The big 
question is whether the ImageWriter emulation 
is good enough to class them as ImageWriter 
compatible? 


In the next article. I will compare the Star ND 
10 and Panasonic KXP1081 with the 
ImageWriter II for compatibility. || 



lliiMiiBiP 


By the way, the list NuBus adapter cards may (« 
this Is a schedule that MAY slip) start showing up 
around the 1 st or 2nd week of also. The ‘030 
adapter cards are still a little ways off. 


So you may start seeing the products in the beginning 
of Dec, but don’t go hourKiing your dealers for them 
now! These times are of today—they may slip. 


I just thought the net would be interested in some 
*iuzzy* schedule projections. Again (overkill?), 
these are NOT OFFICIAL APPLE schedules, they 
are only my best guesses/infonnation. 

Mark Dawson Service Diagnostic Engineering 
AppleLink: 

Apple says what it says; I say what 1 say. We’re 
different 


So Long 

That about wraps Murmurs up for 1990. Its been an 
interesting year, no doubt the highlight of which has 
been the 2 new Low Cost Mac’s. At this stage the 
impression is that the Classic arxi the LC are just 
what Apple needed to strengthen their Macintosh 
preserx^ in the market. Let’s see what the market 
thinks of them -1991 wilt tell. 

What to think of the role of the Apple II in Apple’s 
product range. Despite Apple’s constant re¬ 
affirmations of its commitment to the Apple It line 
there is a lot of cynicism out there among the Apple 
II users and supporters. Cyril’s view is time for the 
Apple talk to stop and let’s see some actual proof of 
their commitment to the Apple II line. New products 
would help, and enharx^ements to the existing 
product lines would go some way to helpirig too. 
Whatever happens 1991 looks like being a critical 
year for the It’s. Apple will have to come through or 
the line will die in ’91. This may not be an original 
comment but you did see it here ! 

Till then, have a safe and happy holiday. Send any 
rumours speculations or general musings in to Cyril 
c/- P O Box 6642. 


See you in ’91 
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If you have a rush... 

i—orsicB i=iLJisj 



PRINTING JOB 
TO GET OUT 
ON TIME... 




268-531 

OR CALL AT 

29a Montgomery Crescent, Upper Hutt 
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Apple II Murmurs 




by Tracey Dvorak 

Big news on the ligs front: ZIP Technology have 
released their lIgs accelerator, the ZIPGS. There 
are three models available; 

The Model 1500 (ZIPChipGS) and 1525 
(ZIPChipGS Rus) are small (2 by 3 inch) circuit 
boards that plug directly into the processor socket. 

The Model 1600 (ZIPGSX) is similar to Applied 
Engineering’s TransWarp GS - It plugs into a normal 
slot and has a cable running to the processor 
socket, it can also be upgraded to a faster processor 
(10 MHz is possible at present) and more cache 
memory can be added (up to 64k). 

The table lists the features of each model and those 
of the TransWarp GS for comparison. 

A standard Apple ligs operates at 2.6 M Hz in last” 
mode. 

The ZIPGSX is aimed directly at the Trar>sWarp 
GS, and a comparison of the two cards points out 
some interesting factors In ZIP’s favour: 



1S<» 

ProcMSorspMd 


CadMr 



Optbn 




The ZIPGSX only has six chips on the board 
(including the processor and four RAM chips), 
while the TransWarp has more than forty. This 
makes the ZIPGSX somewhat smaller, and most 
Importantly it consumes a LOT less power (ZIP 
claims 200 milliamps compared to TransWarp’s 
1.2 amps!) 

ZIP claims speeds in excess of a Mac SE for a 
standard ZIPGSX, with significant improvements if 
the cache size or processor speed are increased. 

The ZIPGSX has been available sir>ce early 
November, and the ZIPChipGS models should be 
available by late December. 

Further llge news: 

Vitesse, Inc. have released a set of GS/OS printer 
drivers for use with the Hewlett Packard DeskJet, 
PaintJet arfo LaserJet series. The package, called 
Harmonie. also includes an Epson LQ (24 pin) 
printer driver and port drivers for several popular 
Apple II parallel cards. Harmonie retails for 
US$49.96. 

An interesting note about ProDOS-8 version 1.9 
(included with Apple 11 System Disk 3.2 or Apple 
ligs System Software 5.0.3, both announced last 
month); any program that displays the version of 
RoDOS that is in memory will report 1.9 as being 
1 . 8 ! 

It turns out that the central part of RoDOS’s code 
(the “kernel”) hasn’t been changed since 1.8: the 
only change was the addition of the menu-based 
quit code. 

Also note that this quit code is only used if a lie- 
compatible 80 column card is present (tNs includes 
all lie’s and ligs’s, but excludes the Ik). 40 column 
machines will still use the old (“enter next program 
name") quit code. 


ipiiii 
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Due to reasons beyond his control, Dennis was unable to complete a Microsoft Works stride this 

month. 

I —(^y nfia^> Power to the Mushrooms! - ed) 


Dennis First Aid 


So we don’t leave these valuable pages of Capital Apple 


Disk First Aid 


void of a "Works Article", Dennis has provided us with article 010 out of the MS Works Help File. 


A Christmas Message 

Works Help #10 - Reprint by Request 
by Dennis V, Lally 


C>>iT)e this time of year and we aH suddenly panic at the belated thought of sending Christmas cards and 
letters to our many frierKis. Buyirig a box of Christmas cards isn't too difficult except for the cost So 
everyone with a computer, espectaNy a Macintosh, thinks, "surely I must be able to create seasonal 
greetir>gs without going through the expense of buyirtg cards and the chore of writing irKiividual greetings?'' 

But what happens? Perhaps you use a drawing or paint program with copious quantities of dip art to create 
a unique card and then set your printer to churning out a flood of unique, but identical greetings. 

Do you then turn to the word processor and hack out a Christmas letter, printing one, then making a few 
personalised alterations, print ary>ther, more alterations for the next arvi so on? Have you also foiNid that 
irievfU^ you forget to remove a comment meant for someone else’s eyes which carries over to t\e next 
letter? Oh the embarrassment! 

Even if you get it all right, next year you go through the same exercise from scratch, retyping names and 
soon... 


Time to put Works to work. With Works you can create an illustrated form letter using the word processor, 
the database for names and per8or>al messages and a Kttie clip art (or your own MacPaint creations or 
Thunderscan family pics). First step, creates 


database like this one. Include as many fields as 
you like for personalised comments always 
imagining the type of letter you want to write. One 
word of caution, restrict the contents of a field to 
no more than can fit across one line of your letter's 
page. This is because when these fieldB are 
merged with your letter, tiey will not wrap to the 
next line. CrMte a secorKf field if you think you 
may need a second senterKe or else consider 
printing your letter horizontally I Enter your names 
and comments in the da tabase for aN your intended 
(if you already have a mailing list, adapt a copy of 
that). 


Mmas msssagst (OB) 


ISmitiT 




J Ijom^ 


liCt4f I It vfn bt voftetrM If u<u b^bu <rrtvff or Iht ZSthi 


|p»t« I How if yor <fttr ^11 Ihtt thrftmQ fnmi i 


tt<Mrs 1 1 gndtrsUn^ Dr. 0ibri»1 mnowotd ttwrt it vilt M 


Istr—t (stabit 3.Tt>» tw 






Now write your letter. Wherever you want a perso nak eed bit to go, like a name or a comment, use the 
Prepare to Merge command which is under the EdK menu. You then sirnply click on the field of your choice 
anddickthe Merge button. Yourlettermay look odd at first with lots of boxes containing field names. To 
see what it wifi look Kke on paper choose the Show Field Data command also under the Edit menu. While 
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|Merry Christmas 
to the 


iXmas messages:Familvl Family 


Dear I Xmas messages rPadl & 

IXmas messages:Murnl ^ 

We hope the festive 
season finds you all in good 
health. No doubt this year 
has been as hectic for you as it 
has been for us and the 
holiday season should provide 
a well deserved break for us 
all. 


IXmas messages:Kidsl 


in this view you can accurately place any art work 
by pasting from the Scrapbook or using Art Grabber 
or MuWRnder. You are now ready to print. 

This technique automates with feeling! Every 
message is unique, nobody accidentally gets a 
message meant for sonr>eone else and yet your 
effort is minimised, you might even feel like sending 
out more season’s greetings - now how’s that for 
increasing good will to ail (wo)men? 

This method gives you many added bonuses. This 
same database (if we inciu^d the addresses) will 
also create mailing labels for the envelopes we put 
these letters in. In a month’s time we can write a 
thank you letter to everyone who sent us a gift. 
Create another field in the database arxi record a 
description of each gift received in the record of 
each giver. Write a thank you letter usir>g the same 
technique as above. You might even take the 
opportunity to revise the comments about kids, 
pets and news and irKlude them so you’re saying 
more than just thank you. 

Cheers! See you next year. 




X 

■ 
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High quality SKC DSDD Disks 
are only $30.00 per box. 

With the increase in oil prices, 
the price of disks are bound to 
go up soon. Stock up now! 
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Merry Christi 
to the 

Smith Fami 



Dear Joseph & Mary, 4 

We hope the festive \ ^ y 

season finds you all in good 
health. No doubt this year ^ 

has been as hectic for you as it 
has bron for us and the 
holiday season should provide 
a well deserved break for us 

all. J 

It will be wonderful if you baby arrives on the 25th. 

How is your little donkey after all that shifting from Nazareth. 

I understand Dr. Gabriel has announced that it will be a boy. 

All our love and best wishes for the new year. 


Santa's Elves 



Merry Christmas 
to the 

Jones Family^« 


Dear Bob Se Claris, ^ 2 

We hope the festive \ ^ ^ 

SMson finds you all in good 
health. No doubt this year 
has been as hectic for you as it J 

has been for us and the 
holiday season should provide 

a well deserved break for us ^ J ^ J 

all. J 

We hope the gifts for Jennifer 2/ Rudolf have arrived. 

We are looking forward to seeing you at Easter. 

All our love and best wishes for the new year. 


Santa's Elves 
-25- 






The notice board is a free service to WAUG members. 
Any non-commerciai item can be piaced on the notice 
board - Buy, Seii, Swap, Information wanted, etc etc. 
To place an item on the notice board, just drop a note to 
the Editor. 

Wanted To Sell 

Apple Mac SE/20 computer, standard Keyboard, Imagewriter II printer and acoustic 
enclosure, Thunderscan Scanner and OCR software and a Mac Carry Bag (nice blue 
colour) all for $4,900 ono. Call Mike Savory on 759-702 to discuss. 

1: The Visicalc Book. Apple Edition 

2; The Illustrated Multiplan Book 

3: Apple Pascal. A Hands on Approach 

4: Apple Machine Language 

5: Apple BASIC for Business 

6: Basic for home Computers 

7:24 tested Ready to run Game Programs 

8: Apple Basic Data file Programming 

9: Assembly Language Programming for the Apple II. 

10; Apple II Users Guide 

11:6502 Assembly Language Programming 

12; Basic Computer Games 

Contact Peter Bailey on 366-312 Wellington. Offers. 



MACS FOR SALE! 

Due to last months fantastic response to my last advertisement for “aging 
Macs”, I now have a number of compters for resale;- 

LISA XL with 5Mb ProFILE Hard disks. 1 Mb RAM. Runs LISA 7/7 software. Manuals 
available. $700 ono. 

Mac XL with 5Mb ProFILE Hard disks. 1 Mb RAM. Runs Mac Plus software. $600. 
Mac5l2K. Home handymans delight!! Make nice fish tank. Offers... 

Mac Plus. 1 Mb RAM. $800-$1200, depends on age. The newest machine is less than 
a year old!! 

Mac Ilex. Will swop for PSION ORGANISER... 

Contact Allan Honeys HOME for HYSTERIC APPLES (AH HA HA). Talk to my 
machine on (04) 638-470. Sorry, the OGM hasn’t changed. 
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A r e y o u prof i cient in 




& want to earn some extra 


Cash? 


If you have a Mac at home, are a 
competent desktop publisher, and want to 
earn some extra cash, I could have some 
work for you. Jobs would range from 
newsletters and booklets to forms and 
leaflets. Preferably you will have access 
to a postscript laser printer. 


If you are interested, call Richard during 
business hours on 


858-150 












PostScript 

The Wellington Apple Users’ Group is a non-profit organisation u -^ >^4 in April 1984 with the following 
objectives: 

• To exchange and disseminate information among the merobers cx>nceming the computer arts and 
sciences. 

• To publish books, newsletters, magazines and pericfdicals for the benefit and education of the 
members and the general public. 

• To conduct and sponsor seminars, kct’jres and courses relating to the compute^' arts and sciences. 

• To provide technical assistance tc mekobers of ihe group. 

• To seek privileges and discounts for members. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

1991 Subscriptions arc now due. Once radiied by AGM the subscription will be, one price for all, $35. 
INTENDING MEMBERS 

Anyone wishing to join W.A.U.G. should contact the membearship secretary. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

The User Group’s electronic bulletin board is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The number is 
(04) 278-817. To access it, you need a 300,1200,1200/75 or 2400 BAUD modem. 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS 


Home Phone 

Work Phone 

Patron 

Steve Wozniak 

n/a 

n/a 

President 

Paul Messervy 

768-035 

797-438 

Vice President 

Allan Honey 

638-470 

847-789 

Secretary 

David Wilson 

286-559 

n/a 

Treasurer 

Dennis Lally 

796-180 

889-788 -x8876 

Journal Editor 
Committee: 

David Wilson 

286-559 

n/a 

Group Products 

Mike Eastman 

787-041 

787-041 

Mac PD Software 

Bruce Hoult 

772-116 

n/a 

// PD Software 

David Empson 

849-158 

856-611 

Membership 

Grant Collison 

853-687 

853-687 

Publicity 

Cameron Kay 

n/a 

n/a 


CommiUee members prefer to be contacted before 9:00 PM 
Please do not phone Allan Honey, David Empson or Bruce Hoult before 10:00 AM 

This magazine was produced using a Macintosh. Software used was Microsoft Word 4.0, Microsoft 
Works, and PageMaker 3.02. Proofsheetswereprepfurd on a Hewlett-Packard Desk Writer. Thecnriginals 
WCTC prepared on an Apple LaserWriter courtesy of ZENITH GARDEN CENTRES, LOWER HUTT 
and offset printed by SANDIFORD PRINTERS of Upper Hutt 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the same as the Editor or those of the Wellington 
Apple Users Group as a whole. 

Various Trademarks and Tradenames used in this magazine arc the property of someone else. They 
know who they arc. Copyright remains with the owner at all times. 

Contributions arc made to the magazine gratis, but fame and popularity arc bound to come to those 
writing, along with the occasional lawsuit. Copy is preferred as a diskette file (any Apple format). 

Hard copy is also acceptable (although somewhat painful for the Editor). 

All correspondence should be addressed to: The Wellington Apple 
Users Group, P. O. Box 6642, Wellington. 









